
  

St John’s High Legh   
Parish Magazine 

 

You, Lord, are in the 
midst of us and we are 
called by Your name 

Please try to support our advertisers and other local businesses as much as you can 

December 2025 
and 

January 2026 
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ALLBUILD SOLUTIONS 
 

FOR ALL YOUR DOUBLE GLAZING NEEDS 
 

UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
 

COMPOSITE DOORS 
 

REPLACE MISTED UNITS 
 

                                            
 
 

07932 758909 
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A & P SPRUCE 
 
 

Orchard Service Station 
 

ALL MAKES OF CAR SERVICED AND REPAIRED 

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

M.O.T TESTING                   

EXHAUSTS FITTED  

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN 
 

WARRINGTON ROAD, HIGH LEGH                                
 

Telephone: 01925 755516 
(Near Bears Paw Inn) 
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ABBEY LEYS COMMUNITY  
FARMERS MARKET 

 
First Sunday of the Month 

10.00 am to 1.00pm 
 

 

Come down to the farm for fresh food & 
good fun! 

 
Pies, organic & traditional beef, chicken,  

pork & lamb 
Apple juice, cordials, preserves, chutney 
Fresh, raw & pasteurised milk, cheese,  

luxury ice cream  
culinary herbs, organic free range eggs,  

Cheshire potatoes 
homemade bread & cakes. 

Local crafts—soap, jewellery and vintage. 
 

For more details please contact  
Janet Harrison 07707 028061 

 
Email:  janet@abbeyleys.co.uk 

Social distancing to comply with  
COVID-19 compliance in place. 

 

ABBEY LEYS FARM SHOP 
 

OPEN:  Monday-Friday 9am-6pm 
  Saturday 9am-5.30pm ; 

Sunday 10am-4pm 
 

   FRESH FARM FOOD AT ITS BEST !! 
 

Free range organic eggs,  
home grown potatoes 

Local fruit & veg—traditional &  
organic 

Bacon, sausages, cold meats,  
deli produce, ice cream & dairy. 

Bread & pastries 
FARM BAKERY—cakes, steak pies, 

fruit pies, lemon curd 
 

Order & collect service & local delivery  
available 

 

Tel: 01925 753465 

 

Peacock Lane, High Legh, 
Knutsford WA16 6NS 
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TEL 07973242808 

Focusing On Small Field Work 
www.nworthcontracting.co.uk 

 
 

Flail Mowing Hedge Cutting  Flail or 
Saw Head 

Fencing and Gate 
Hanging 

Chain  Sawing 
  

Specialist Weed 
Spraying 

Scrub clearances 

Pond Digging Licensed Septic Tank 
Emptying 

+ Many More Services 

John Burrows & Sons      
 

                                Independent Family 

Funeral Directors 
J Tandy 

Chapel of Rest            Tel: (01925) 752501                
Mill Lane                      Email: office@johnburrowsandsons.co.uk 
Lymm,                          Web: www.johnburrowsandsons.co.uk 
Cheshire WA13 9SE 
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I wonder how you feel as 
Christmas approaches? It 
can feel overwhelming with 
so much to plan and think 
about, shopping for food and 
gifts to do, along with the  
excitement of children and 
anticipation of seeing friends 
and family. 
 
As the world is celebrating 
Christmas throughout  
December, we are at the  
beginning of the church year 
with the new year starting on 
Advent Sunday  
(30th November). The  
season of Advent is one of 
expectation and preparation 
for Christmas and the  
celebration of Jesus’ birth, 
but it is also a time when  
we look ahead to his coming 
as judge at the end of time. 
The prayer ‘Marantha’ which 
means  ‘Our Lord Come’ is a 
prayer for Advent, even if 
our social life is fully into 
Christmas! 
 
 

During Advent we will light 
the Advent candles. The  
candles are much more than 
a countdown to Christmas 
Day; they tell the story of 
God’s work preparing for  
Jesus coming as one of us 
to save us. Each of the  
candles stands for an aspect 
of that story. We start with 
the patriarchs, focussing on 
Abraham, our father in faith, 
and David the ancestor in 
whose city Jesus was born, 
then the prophets (such as 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah,  
Malachi and Zechariah) who 
foretold Jesus’ birth. On the 
third Sunday we think of 
John the Baptist who  
prepared the way for Jesus, 
and on the fourth Sunday, 
Mary, Jesus’ mother. We 
light the white candle in the 
centre on Christmas Day,          
representing Jesus, the light 
of the world. 
 
Christmas Eve is the  
beginning of our Christmas 
celebrations with the Crib 
service and Carol Service, 
followed by the service on 
Christmas morning. In 
church we continue this  
Joyful celebration throughout 

Reflections on 
Advent and 
Christmas 
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January. We remember the 
coming of the three wise 
men at Epiphany which we 
are celebrating on  
4th January. 
 
Christmas season ends at 
the beginning of February 
with Candlemas. This is the 
time when we remember  
Jesus being presented in the 
temple and Simeon’s  
prophecy over him, which 
turns our thoughts towards 
the cross. 
 
As a final celebration we 
have a Christingle service on             
1st February in the afternoon 
at 4pm. 
 
During this busy time, it can 
be difficult to find time to be 
still and reflect on the  
wonder of Jesus’ birth. We 
are offering an opportunity 
for reflection in a service 
called Advent Unspoken on 
Sunday 21st December at 
4pm, a service using  
projected  pictures, words 
and with music. 
 
Another opportunity is to join 
us on the first 3 Wednesdays 
of Advent at 7.15pm as we  
 

are ‘Listening to the music of 
the soul’ with Bishop Guli 
Francis-Dehqani’s book 
which makes connections 
between the themes of  
Advent and our own 
experience. Each week has 
a piece of music and videos 
by Bishop Guli. You can 
watch the introductory video 
at 
https://
thebigchurchread.co.uk/
listening-to-the-music-of-the-
soul/ 
 
I hope you will find time this 
Christmas to wonder at the 
coming of the Christ child, 
bringing light into a dark 
world. 
 
With best wishes for a joyful 
and blessed Advent,  
Christmas and New Year, 
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Copy deadline date for the next magazine is 

Wednesday 14th January 2026  
Please send to Stjohnshlparishmag@gmail.com 

 

Late submissions may not be published 
 

CONTACTS 
 

Vicar   Revd. Clare Leal   01925 407996 
        Mob: 07342 840194 
     Email: revclare@stjohnshighlegh.org 
 
Assistant Priest Revd. Trish Cope  01925 754787 
        Mob: 07703 470101 
     Email: trishcope2012@btinternet.com 
 
Readers  Chris Stanisstreet    Mob: 07918 981723 
          01925 755559 
     Email: stanbess2003@yahoo.co.uk 
    
Pastoral Worker Stewart Jackson                      07835 249835 
   Nick Whimpanny      07554 343133 
 
Wardens  Nick Whimpanny      07554 343133 
   Tom Drury               07985 600122 
  
Verger  Elaine Jones     01925 753111 

 

PCC Treasurer   Nick Whimpanny                      07554 343133 

  
Safeguarding Officer Liz Whimpanny     07905 741969  

   Email: safeguarding@stjohnshighlegh.org 

Magazine Editor Angela Franks                

   Email:  Stjohnshlparishmag@gmail.com 

 Gift Aid Secretary: Trish Sharrock     07771 373819  

  

Website: www.stjohnshighlegh.org  
Facebook @stjohnshighlegh 
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Children welcome! 
 
Children are welcome  
every Sunday at St John’s. 
 
Most months there is an All-Age service (2nd Sunday of the 
month) and Café Church (4th Sunday of the month). The other 
Sundays have a Sunday School for primary aged children. 
 
The Sunday School takes place in the Church Room, running 
alongside the service in church. We have an  enthusiastic team of 
volunteers who have been safely recruited. 
 
For pre-school children and toddlers there is an area at the back 
of church with toys, books and colouring. 

Christingle at Candlemas,  
4pm Sunday 1st February 2026 
 
Did you know that Christians  
celebrate Christmas for 6 weeks?! 
Then we have a special festival 
called Candlemas. This year we will 
celebrate Candlemas with a 
Christingle service. 
 
Christingles bring families and com-
munities together to share the light of Jesus and spread 
a message of hope in a joyful celebration. 
 
Come and join us at St John’s, to light a Christingle 
candle and learn more about its meaning. 
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Poppies at Remembrance Time 
 
Could you help ensure that  
Poppies will still be available in        
High Legh and Lymm in 2025? 
 
We’re looking for somebody or a 
group of people with local knowledge 
and   enthusiasm to take over as the 
Poppy Appeal Organiser for this area. 
 
This is a voluntary position. 
 
If you feel you could help, please contact                                          
Rejones@britishlegion.org.uk or call Ruth Jones on                         
07768 23 88 75 

Christmas is 
coming … 
 
A new service for us on 
21st December at 4pm: 
Unspoken Advent, a  meditative service of   
pictures and music 
 
Christmas Eve 
4pm Crib Service 
6.30pm Nine lessons and Carols 
 
Christmas Day 
10am All Age Holy Communion 

mailto:Rejones@britishlegion.org.uk
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 LITTLE ACORNS         

 
Little acorns baby and toddler 
group meets every Monday in the 
Church room at St Johns church 
from  9.30-12 noon. 
We are a small friendly group.  
We chat & make friends, do 
crafts, sing songs and have 
unlimited tea,  coffee & toast all 
for a suggested donation of £3.      
Enquiries to Liz on  07905 741969 

SEWING  
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

 
ALL FABRICS &  

EVERYTHING NEEDED 
TO MAKE A LOVELY 

HAND MADE GIFT FOR 
CHRISTMAS WILL BE 

PROVIDED 

 
ST JOHN’S CHURCH ROOM 
SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 

2.00PM – 4.00PM 
 

TICKETS £10.00 INC TEA, COFFEE AND CAKES 
FROM ELAINE JONES 753111  

(PROCEEDS TO ST JOHN’S) 
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SERVICES AND ROTAS FOR  
December 2025 and January 2026 
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WEEKLY TELEPHONE SERVICE 
This is a short Compline service for anyone who 

wishes to join us. 
7.00pm on THURSDAY evenings  

(dial in any time after 6.45pm) 
 

Please check with your landline or mobile phone provider 

that calls to 03 numbers are free - they usually are. If you 

would like to join: 

1 DIAL THIS NUMBER: 0333 0164 757 

 

2 You will be asked to enter the CONFERENCE ROOM  

         NUMBER  followed by  the HASH KEY # 

                                              358 104 39 # 

 

3 You will then be asked to enter the PIN NUMBER followed by 

the hash key #   Please contact Chris or Stewart for the  

      PIN number  

   

We can then speak to each other. 
Please say the words in bold and try to ensure that there is no back-

ground noise. 

Please contact Chris Stanisstreet on 01925 755559 or Stewart Jackson  

on 07835 249835 for further details, a service booklet and a hymn book.  
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High Legh Diary for December 2025 & 
January 2026 
All meetings in the Church Room (unless otherwise 
stated) 
 

Every Monday 
 

9.30 am –  
12 noon 

Little Acorns  
  

Every Monday 2.00 pm –  
4.00 pm 

We’re Hooked 
  

Every Wednesday 9.00 am - 
10.00 am 

Prayers 

Tuesday 
2nd December  

2.30 pm Mothers Union 
Festive Meeting 
 

Sunday 
7th December 

2.00— 
4.00 pm 

Sewing Christmas  
Decorations 

Tuesday 
9th December 

2.00 pm Coffee, Create & Chat 

Wednesday 
10th December 
 

12.30 pm Community Lunch (Please 
book with Elaine Jones) 
 

Thursday 
11th December 
 

7.30 pm High Legh Community  
Observatory 

Thursday 
8th January 2026 
 

7.30 pm High Legh Community 
Obervatory 

Tuesday 
13th January 2026 
 

2.00 pm Coffee, Create & Chat 

Wednesday 
21st January 2026 
  
 

12.30 pm Community Lunch (Please 
book with Elaine Jones) 
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COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month 
We are now settled into our Winter Soup lunches. 
There are always three different soups on offer, although 
mushroom is the one that is always on each month by  
request!   
 
Please note that the December lunch is a week earlier than 
the normal third Wednesday because of Christmas and so 
will be on the 10th December.  There will be lots of cakes 
and tea and coffee and no doubt a few extra things.  We 
hope you will all be able to join us as usual.  Please sign up 
in the church room or phone Arthur on 01925 752481 or 
Elaine on 01925 753111.   

Regular happenings in the Church Room 

WE’RE HOOKED     

The poppies outside church have proved to be a talking 
point again.  They looked great.  The biggest problem was 
getting them dry again so that they could be stored  
safely. The weather wasn’t kind for the second year  
running! 
 
Soon our Christmas Tree will be out in church again, and 
hopefully the wreath which was forgotten last year.  The 
time seems to have flown by.   
 
We still meet every Monday afternoon at 2pm and enjoy 
lots of laughter and discussions, along with tea, coffee and 
cake.  we would be pleased to see you.  
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Coffee, Chat and Create 
The second Tuesday in the month we have our 
coffee, chat and create afternoon in the church 
room at 2pm.  It is a small group of people with 
lots of various talents.  Lots of knitting, quilting 
and sewing going on.  There is always some-
one to offer advice or help you with any  
problems.  There is lots of laughter and chat, 
along withe tea, coffee and biscuits.  You will  
always be sure of a welcome so come and join 
us.  

 

 

“Thank you “ to everyone who supported us at our 
Coffee Morning on the18th October.  We raised £410 
which we’ll distribute to our various MU  charities 
shortly.  
 
4th November was our annual lunch at the Barn Owl 
which we all enjoyed, with thanks to Rhian for making 
the arrangements. 
 
As usual the Festive Meeting with sherry and mince 
pies will be on Tuesday 2nd December at 2.30pm. 
 
No meeting in January.   
 
The New Year meeting will be on Tuesday                    
3rd February 2026 at 2.30pm. 
                      C. Gibbon. 
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Home Communion 
We rely on people letting us know when church  
members or neighbours are unwell, in hospital or  
experiencing other difficulties.  The ministry team are 
happy to visit and/or take communion to individuals.  
 
Please contact: 
Rev Clare on 01925 407996 or 07342 840194 
Chris on 01925 755559  
Stewart on 07835 249835 
Rev Trish on 01925 754787 or 07703 470101 

http://www.highlegh-communityobservatory.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/highleghlco/ 

Our Meetings are held at 7.30 on the second Thursday of every 
month at  
St John's Church Room, The Avenue, High Legh, WA16 6ND 
 
Please note that the observatory is open on Friday nights every 
week if the sky is clear.  
We start at 8 pm or dusk whichever is later. 
All are welcome and admission is free, but donations are 
appreciated!  

 
 

http://www.highlegh-communityobservatory.com/newsite1_014.htm
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High Legh Prayers 
Every Wednesday morning 
 9-10am in the Church Room 
 
Open to all of faith or no faith 
 
If you have a prayer need feel free to come along or 
contact the Churchwardens who will ensure you are 
prayed for. 

Cleaning Rota 
January Elaine & Pauline 
February Trish & Mary(S)  

Room available to rent 
St Johns church room is available to rent for regular meetings, 
workshops, training, or small functions £12.50 per hour. Includes 
the use of a kitchen & free car parking. 
 
Contact the church wardens on 
Nick 07554 343133 or Tom 07985 600122 

On the first Saturday each 
month we have a church     
gardening morning from 10.00 
until 12.00.  Any help would 
be appreciated.  Tea, coffee 
and biscuits supplied!   
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FUNERAL SERVICES 
 

Dodgson’s of Knutsford 
 

25 Manchester Road,  
KNUTSFORD, WA16 0LY 

Tel. 01565 634251 
Website:  www.dodgsonfunerals.com 
Email: damian@dodgsonfunerals.com 

 

Also 

George Bell of Northwich 
 

Greenacre Funeral Home 
49 Birches Lane, Lostock Green, 

NORTHWICH, CW9 7SN 
Tel 01606 42534 

Website: www.bellfunerals.com 
Email: damian@bellfunerals .com 

 

An Independent Family Business  
Giving Personal Service 

N. A. F. D. – B. I. E. – B. I. F. D. 

CAVENDISH  
WINDOW CLEANING 

co 
 

Are now cleaning in your area. 
 

For a quote, ring Tony Foster on:  
07802 555520 

 

We have special expertise in cleaning 
leaded and Georgian style windows. 

We also clean:- Gutters, PVC window  
frames and conservatories (including 

roofs). 
  

Fully insured member of the Federa-
tion of Window Cleaners 
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 Ken Leigh 
Ken Leigh 
Ken Leigh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
  Roof Repairs, Chimneys, Fascias, Guttering 

                  Leadwork, Brickwork, Pointing, Joinery. 
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Advertising space is available in the magazine 

 

Rates for 2023 are: 

 
If you are interested in placing an advert 

Please contact Marilyn Ridler on 01925 752676 

1/4 page £15 per annum 

1/3 page £25 per annum 

1/2 page £35 per annum 

2/3 page £45 per annum 

Full page £60 per annum 

Brookfield Road 
Lymm 

Cheshire 
WA13 0QL 

01925 753987 

Tuesday - Friday:  
9am - 3pm 

https://
www.sanctuarycafe.org.uk/ 

https://www.sanctuarycafe.org.uk/
https://www.sanctuarycafe.org.uk/
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