
  

St John’s High Legh   
Parish Magazine 

 

You, Lord, are in the 
midst of us and we are 
called by Your name 

Please try to support our advertisers and other local businesses as much as you can 

APRIL/MAY 2026 
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ALLBUILD SOLUTIONS 
 

FOR ALL YOUR DOUBLE GLAZING NEEDS 
 

UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
 

COMPOSITE DOORS 
 

REPLACE MISTED UNITS 
 

                                            
 
 

07932 758909 
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A & P SPRUCE 
 
 

Orchard Service Station 
 

ALL MAKES OF CAR SERVICED AND REPAIRED 

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

M.O.T TESTING                   

EXHAUSTS FITTED  

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN 
 

WARRINGTON ROAD, HIGH LEGH                                
 

Telephone: 01925 755516 
(Near Bears Paw Inn) 
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ABBEY LEYS COMMUNITY  
FARMERS MARKET 

 
First Sunday of the Month 

10.00 am to 1.00pm 
 

 

Come down to the farm for fresh food & 
good fun! 

 
Pies, organic & traditional beef, chicken,  

pork & lamb 
Apple juice, cordials, preserves, chutney 
Fresh, raw & pasteurised milk, cheese,  

luxury ice cream  
culinary herbs, organic free range eggs,  

Cheshire potatoes 
homemade bread & cakes. 

Local crafts—soap, jewellery and vintage. 
 

For more details please contact  
Janet Harrison 07707 028061 

 
Email:  janet@abbeyleys.co.uk 

Social distancing to comply with  
COVID-19 compliance in place. 

 

ABBEY LEYS FARM SHOP 
 

OPEN:  Monday-Friday 9am-6pm 
  Saturday 9am-5.30pm ; 

Sunday 10am-4pm 
 

   FRESH FARM FOOD AT ITS BEST !! 
 

Free range organic eggs,  
home grown potatoes 

Local fruit & veg—traditional &  
organic 

Bacon, sausages, cold meats,  
deli produce, ice cream & dairy. 

Bread & pastries 
FARM BAKERY—cakes, steak pies, 

fruit pies, lemon curd 
 

Order & collect service & local delivery  
available 

 

Tel: 01925 753465 

 

Peacock Lane, High Legh, 
Knutsford WA16 6NS 

The Abbeyfield Society provides 
home-from-home supported 
independent living for older people  
 
 Abbeyfield Knutsford 
 Consists of 11 flatlets located very near to the town centre 
 A balance of privacy, support and security 
 Your own front door in your own community 
 Perfect peace of mind – no cooking, bills or repairs 
 Permanent tenancies and trial stays 
 Inclusive charges are moderate 
 
To request a brochure please call 01565 632719 or email  
info@abbeyfieldknutsford.org 
 
A group of volunteers known as the Friends of Abbeyfield arrange an informal  
Coffee Morning on the first Tuesday of the months 10.30 am onwards.   
Interested persons and new volunteers are welcome to attend. 
 
Member Society of Abbeyfield England, a national organisation providing housing,  
care and support for older people across the UK www.abbeyfieldengland.com 
or google Abbeyfield Knutsford or find us on Facebook. 
 
The Abbeyfield Knutsford Society, 23c Bexton Road, WA16 0EE Registered Charity 247343 

mailto:infor@abbeyfieldknutsford.org
http://www.abbeyfieldengland.com
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TEL 07973242808 

Focusing On Small Field Work 
www.nworthcontracting.co.uk 

 
 

Flail Mowing Hedge Cutting  Flail or 
Saw Head 

Fencing and Gate 
Hanging 

Chain  Sawing 
  

Specialist Weed 
Spraying 

Scrub clearances 

Pond Digging Licensed Septic Tank 
Emptying 

+ Many More Services 

John Burrows & Sons      
 

                                Independent Family 

Funeral Directors 
J Tandy 

Chapel of Rest            Tel: (01925) 752501                
Mill Lane                      Email: office@johnburrowsandsons.co.uk 
Lymm,                          Web: www.johnburrowsandsons.co.uk 
Cheshire WA13 9SE 
 

Room available to rent 
St Johns church room is available to rent for regular meetings, 
workshops, training, or small functions £12.50 per hour.  
Includes the use of a kitchen & free car parking. 
 
Contact the church warden on 
Nick 07554 343133 
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Easter reflection 
 
“More people would come to church if there was less talk about blood 
and the death on the cross” was a comment made to me by someone 
at a previous church. The church had a large crucifix (a cross with  
Jesus on) at the front of church, so the Crucifixion was very visible 
every week. I expect this lady is not the only one who has had that 
thought and many may feel uncomfortable remembering the events of 
Good Friday. 
 
The crucifixion was horrendous but church without the death of Jesus 
on the Cross?  That would not be church – there would be no offer of 
forgiveness, no becoming a child of God, no access to the Father to 
pray, no Holy Spirit available to all believers ...… the list could go on. 
 

We adore you O Christ, and we bless you 
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
This is how each reflection of the Stations of the Cross starts. Both 
services on Good Friday are services of adoration of Jesus. We  
recognise his overwhelming love for us as he took on our, and the 
world’s sin, and opened the way for us to be forgiven. 
 
When someone you love is suffering, you want to be with them, to sit 
with them, to show you care. We accompany Jesus in these services, 
starting with the Last  Supper on Maundy Thursday when he instituted 
Holy Communion and washed his disciples’ feet. The Watch of Prayer 
that follows it remembers Jesus in Gethsemane and his arrest and 
trial, a time of silent prayer. On Good Friday we continue the story in 
real time and leave the church in silence. There is also the opportunity 
to join with other Christians in Lymm for Prayers around the Cross at 
12 noon. 
 
These days starting with the evening of Maundy Thursday and going 
through to the Holy Communion on Easter day are called the  
Triduum, and the services form one continuous service, only ending 
with a blessing on Easter Sunday. 
 
On Easter Sunday we celebrate with joy Jesus’ resurrection, his  
victory over death and sin. There are flowers, the alleluias return to 
our liturgy and we sing the Glori, again, there may even be chocolate! 
During both services on Easter Sunday, we have an opportunity to 
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 LITTLE ACORNS         

 
Little Acorns baby and toddler 
group meets every Monday in the 
Church room at St Johns church 
from 9.30-12 noon. 
 
We are a small friendly group.  We 
chat & make friends, do crafts, sing 
songs and have unlimited tea, coffee & toast all for a  
suggested donation of £3.      
Enquiries to Liz on  07905 741969 

renew our baptism vows recommitting ourselves to our risen 
Lord and to his service. 
 
Just as leaving out the crucifixion removes the act of love at the heart 
of our faith, so only coming to church on Easter Sunday risks not fully 
appreciating Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross unless you have had your 
own devotions on Good Friday. 
 
The quiet prayer and adoration on Maundy Thursday evening and 
Good Friday leads to the exuberant joy of Easter Sunday. 
 
I look forward to seeing you this Holy Week and Easter and wish you 
a joyful Easter, 
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Copy deadline date for the next magazine is 

Wednesday 13th May 2026  
Please send to Stjohnshlparishmag@gmail.com 

 

Late submissions may not be published 
 

CONTACTS 
 

Vicar   Revd. Clare Leal   01925 407996 
        Mob: 07342 840194 
     Email: revclare@stjohnshighlegh.org 
 
Assistant Priest Revd. Trish Cope  01925 754787 
        Mob: 07703 470101 
     Email: trishcope2012@btinternet.com 
 
Readers  Chris Stanisstreet    Mob: 07918 981723 
          01925 755559 
     Email: stanbess2003@yahoo.co.uk 
    
Pastoral Worker Stewart Jackson                      07835 249835 
   Nick Whimpanny      07554 343133 
 
Wardens  Nick Whimpanny      07554 343133 
     
Verger  Elaine Jones     01925 753111 

 

PCC Treasurer   Nick Whimpanny                      07554 343133 

  
Safeguarding Officer Liz Whimpanny     07905 741969  

   Email: safeguarding@stjohnshighlegh.org 

Magazine Editor Angela Franks                

   Email:  Stjohnshlparishmag@gmail.com 

 Gift Aid Secretary: Trish Sharrock     07771 373819  

  

Website: www.stjohnshighlegh.org  
Facebook @stjohnshighlegh 
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 Magazine editor needed! 
We are very grateful to Angela Franks for all the work she has done 
over the years putting our magazine together and printing it. Angela 
is retiring and the October/November issue will be her last one. 
 
PCC will be thinking about the magazine and how we keep everyone 
connected and aware of what is going on. If the magazine is going to 
continue we will need a new editor. 
 
If you have thoughts about what you would like or can offer to help 
please contact me or a member of the PCC. Rev Clare 
 
 
Tom Drury, Churchwarden 
We said goodbye to Tom on 22nd February as he left us to join  
Karen at her curacy church in Bowdon. 
 
We are thankful for all Tom has contributed over the years. As well as 
being churchwarden with all that entails Tom has led our music - 
choosing our hymns each week and setting up the Hymnal Plus 
as well as coaching the choir and putting together the Carol service. 
He has also been producing the church statistics that we have to  
submit each year and administering the electoral roll and the rota. 
 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) Sunday  
10th May after the service 
Everyone on the electoral roll is eligible to come to the APCM. We 
will hear reports from the various church activities, the external work 
needed on the church and elect another church warden and PCC 
members. There will be the opportunity to ask questions. 
 
Please prayerfully consider if you can offer to serve on PCC. Please 
talk to me or Nick Whimpanny if you want to find out more. 
Rev Clare 
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SERVICES AND ROTAS FOR  
April and May 2026 
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WEEKLY TELEPHONE SERVICE 
This is a short Compline service for anyone who 

wishes to join us. 
7.00pm on THURSDAY evenings  

(dial in any time after 6.45pm) 
 

Please check with your landline or mobile phone provider 

that calls to 03 numbers are free - they usually are. If you 

would like to join: 

1 DIAL THIS NUMBER: 0333 0164 757 

 

2 You will be asked to enter the CONFERENCE ROOM  

         NUMBER  followed by the HASH KEY #358 104 39 # 

 

3 You will then be asked to enter the PIN NUMBER followed 

by the hash key #  Please contact Chris or Stewart for the  

      PIN number  

   

We can then speak to each other. 
Please say the words in bold and try to ensure that there is no 

background noise. 

 

Please contact Chris Stanisstreet on 01925 755559 or Stewart  

Jackson  on 07835 249835 for further details, a service booklet and 

a hymn book.  

Cleaning Rota 
April   Trish & Mary(S) 
May   Elaine & Pauline
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High Legh Diary for  
April and May 2026  
All meetings in the Church Room (unless otherwise 
stated) 
 

Every Monday 
 

9.30 am –  
12 noon 

Little Acorns  
  

Every Monday 2.00 pm –  
4.00 pm 

We’re Hooked 
  

Every Wednesday 9.00 am - 
10.00 am 

Prayers 

Tuesday 
7th April 
 

2.00 pm Mothers Union—Bingo 
 
 

Thursday 
9th April 
 

7.30 pm High Legh Community  
Observatory 

Tuesday 
14th April 

2.00 pm Coffee, Create & Chat 

Wednesday 
15th April 
 

12.30 pm Community Lunch (Please 
book with Elaine Jones) 
 

Tuesday 
5th May 

5.00 pm Mothers Union Evening 
Meal at the Barn Owl 

Saturday 
9th May 

2.00— 
4.00 pm 

Afternoon Tea and talk 

Tuesday 
12th May 

2.00 pm Coffee, Create & Chat 

Thursday 
14th May 
 

7.30 pm High Legh Community 
Obervatory 

Wednesday 
20th May 
 

12.30 pm Community Lunch (Please 
book with Elaine Jones) 

Tuesday 
26th May 

2.00 pm Mothers Union Afternoon 
Tea at the garden centre 
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COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month 
We now say goodbye to the Soup lunches [hooray no more mush-
rooms for six months!] and hello to delicious ham salads.  Lets hope 
the weather is kind to us and it feels more like summer so we won’t 
crave warm soup!  We continue to have our lunches on the third 
Wednesday of the month and it’s always lovely to see the usual  
faces, but we would welcome any newcomers who would like to 
join us.  In addition to ham we have new potatoes and salad,  
followed by delicious cakes, and copious amounts of tea and 
coffee.  There is lots of chatter and laughter, so if you have never 
been do come and give it a try.  Please book with Arthur on 752481, 
Elaine 75311, or sign up in the Church Room.  We look forward to 
seeing you  

Regular happenings in the Church Room 

WE’RE HOOKED     

We have been busy making knee rugs for those who sometimes feel 
chilly in church in the winter.  We hope that you will find them nice 
and warm and snuggly.  Our daffodils that we made last Easter will 
have been decorating the Church again this year and we hope you will 
all enjoy them.  They certainly brighten the Church especially if its a 
dull day.  We meet every Monday, except for Bank Holidays, at 2pm 
in the Church Room and enjoy an afternoon of good company, with 
lots of laughter and chat, with tea, coffee and cake to enjoy too.   
Anyone is welcome whether you are an experienced crocheter or just 
want to learn.  There’s always someone to help.  
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Coffee, Chat and Create 
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 2pm in the Church 
Room.  A small group of people with lots of varied skills, so there is 
always someone who can help sort out any problems you might be 
having.  Bring whatever you are creating, be it knitting ,sewing,  
crocheting, or anything else you are creating, and come and join us 
for a pleasant afternoon with like minded people.  We would be 
pleased to see you.  

 At the March meeting having sufficient funds we decided to 
send £100 each to “ Make a Mother’s Day”, Prisons Ministry 
and the Holiday Fund. 
 
On Tuesday 7th April at 2pm we will be having a game of Bingo 
which will be open to anyone to join us. 
 
Tuesday 5th May at 5.00 pm we’ll be having an Evening Meal at 
the Barn Owl to celebrate 150 years of Mothers Union, which 
was started by Mary Sumner on 9th August 1876. It is a World-
wide organisation with 4 million members in 84 counties,  
providing support for families. 
 
The June meeting has been brought forward to Tuesday 26th 
May at 2pm for afternoon tea at the Garden Centre.  
 
       C. Gibbon 
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http://www.highlegh-communityobservatory.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/highleghlco/ 

Children  
welcome! 
 
Children are welcome  
every Sunday at St John’s. 
 
Most months there is an All-Age service (2nd Sunday of the 
month) and Café Church (4th Sunday of the month). The other 
Sundays have a Sunday School for primary aged children. 
 
The Sunday School takes place in the Church Room, running 
alongside the service in church. We have an enthusiastic team of 
volunteers who have been safely recruited. 
 
For pre-school children and toddlers there is an area at the back 
of church with toys, books and colouring. 

Our Meetings are held at 7.30 on the second Thursday of  
every month at  
St John's Church Room, The Avenue, High Legh, WA16 6ND 
 
Please note that the observatory is open on Friday nights every 
week if the sky is clear.  
We start at 8 pm or dusk whichever is later. 
All are welcome and admission is free, but donations are 
appreciated!  

http://www.highlegh-communityobservatory.com/newsite1_014.htm
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Home Communion 
We rely on people letting us know when church members or 
neighbours are unwell, in hospital or experiencing other  
difficulties.  The ministry team are happy to visit and/or take  
communion to individuals.  
 
Please contact: 
Rev Clare on 01925 407996 or 07342 840194 
Chris on 01925 755559  
Stewart on 07835 249835 
Rev Trish on 01925 754787 or 07703 470101 

High Legh Prayers 
Every Wednesday morning 
 9-10am in the Church Room 
 
Open to all of faith or no faith 
 
If you have a prayer need feel free to come along or 
contact the Churchwardens who will ensure you are 
prayed for. 

On the first Saturday each 
month we have a church     
gardening morning from 10.00 
until 12.00.  Any help would be 
appreciated.  Tea, coffee and 
biscuits supplied!   
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FUNERAL SERVICES 
 

Dodgson’s of Knutsford 
 

25 Manchester Road,  
KNUTSFORD, WA16 0LY 

Tel. 01565 634251 
Website:  www.dodgsonfunerals.com 
Email: damian@dodgsonfunerals.com 

 

Also 

George Bell of Northwich 
 

Greenacre Funeral Home 
49 Birches Lane, Lostock Green, 

NORTHWICH, CW9 7SN 
Tel 01606 42534 

Website: www.bellfunerals.com 
Email: damian@bellsfunerals.com 

 

An Independent Family Business  
Giving Personal Service 

N. A. F. D. – B. I. E. – B. I. F. D. 

CAVENDISH  
WINDOW CLEANING 

co 
 

Are now cleaning in your area. 
 

For a quote, ring Tony Foster on:  
07802 555520 

 

We have special expertise in cleaning 
leaded and Georgian style windows. 

We also clean:- Gutters, PVC window  
frames and conservatories (including 

roofs). 
  

Fully insured member of the Federa-
tion of Window Cleaners 

  

Ken Leigh 
Ken Leigh 
Ken Leigh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
 

 Roof Repairs, Chimneys, Fascias, Guttering 

                  Leadwork, Brickwork, Pointing, Joinery. 
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Advertising space is available in the magazine 

 

Rates for 2023 are: 

 
If you are interested in placing an advert 

Please contact Marilyn Ridler on 01925 752676 

1/4 page £15 per annum 

1/3 page £25 per annum 

1/2 page £35 per annum 

2/3 page £45 per annum 

Full page £60 per annum 

Brookfield Road 
Lymm 

Cheshire 
WA13 0QL 

01925 753987 

Tuesday - Friday:  
9am - 3pm 

https://
www.sanctuarycafe.org.uk/ 

https://www.sanctuarycafe.org.uk/
https://www.sanctuarycafe.org.uk/
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